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DETAILED ACTION 
Oath/Declaration 

1 . Responsive to Missing Oath/Declaration has been received/acknowledged on II 18/01. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 8, and 12 are objected to because of the following informalities: "a print 
engine having a plurality of trays" should read as "a printer having a plurality of trays'.'. Print 
engine, which is also an equivalent to a print-head, cannot have a plurality of trays. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hube et al 
(U.S. 5229814). 

Regarding claim 1, Hube discloses a digital image production apparatus (digital image 
forming system, fig. 1) comprising: 

• a print engine (printer 8, fig. 2) having a plurality of trays (plurality of media trays 110, 112, 
114, fig. 1 and fig. 2, col. 4, lines 40-50) each of which is capable of accommodating different 
types of recording sheets (i.e. transparency, standard paper, and etc., fig. 5); 

• a user interface (user interface 52, fig. 1 & 2); and 

• an electronic control system (controller 7, fig. 2) for controlling print processing, including 
control of supply of recording sheets from the trays in accordance with sheet specifications of 
print jobs (print job with output media parameters/attributes, fig. 5-6), wherein the control 
system has access to a memory (main memory 56, fig. 2, col. 6, lines 23-60) which stores for 
each tray the type of recording sheets presently accommodated therein, and; 
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• wherein, when recording sheets of a type required for a job are not available (requested print 
medias are not available, fig. 7b-7e, cols. 7-8) in any of the trays, the control system: indicates, 
through the user interface (UI, fig. 5-6), the required type ("called for stock column" represents 
requested media for print job, fig. 6a) of recording sheet; 

• selects an eligible tray (select different/substitute media types if requested medias are not 
available, fig. 6-7) that can accommodate the required recording sheets; 

• invites, through the user interface, an operator to place recording sheets of the required type in 
the eligible tray (prompts users to load media into trays, fig. 7b); and 

• automatically, in response to receiving a confirmation signal which confirms that the operator 
has completed the requested action (printing will be resumed and/or started when media is 
loaded/detected, fig. 7b, col. 9, lines 20-65), presumes that the installed recording sheets are of 
the required type (requested media is loaded by operators, fig. 7b, cols. 9-10) and stores 
information specifying the required type of recording sheet in a location of the memory (memory 
56, fig. 2) associated with said eligible tray. 

Regarding claim 2, Hube further discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein, if 
at least one tray contains sheets of a type that is not needed (other trays contain different media 
types, fig. 5-7) for the current job nor any other job scheduled for processing so as to represent at 
least one non-targeted tray, the control system selects one of the at least one non-targeted trays 
(select different/substitute media type if requested media is not available, fig. 5-7) as the eligible 
tray. 

Regarding claim 3, Hube further discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
the confirmation signal is a signal indicating that a start button (start button, fig. 5) of the 
apparatus has been actuated. 

Regarding claim 4, Hube further discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the required type of recording sheet and the eligible tray are presented to the user in the form of a 
dialog on a display screen (dialog on display screen, fig. 5-6) of the user interface. 
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Regarding claim 5, Hube further discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, further 
including means for replicating the user interface on a display screen of a workstation (controller 
7, col. 3, lines 28-42) connected to the printer through a network (remote network, col. 3, lines 
28-42). 

Regarding claim 6, the apparatus according to claim 5, wherein, when the workstation is 
online (connecting via a modem, col. 3, lines 28-67), the message indicating (UI, fig. 5-7) a 
request for loading recording sheets for a specific print job is forcibly offered to the user on the 
workstation, irrespective of whether or not a print monitor function is activated in the 
workstation (figs. 5-7). 

Regarding claims 8-11 recite limitations that are similar and in the same scope of 
invention as to those in claims 1-4 above; therefore, claims 8-11 are rejected for the same 
rejection rationale/basis as described in claims 1-4. 

Regarding claim 12 recite limitations that are similar and in the same scope of invention 
as to those in claim 1 above; therefore, claim 12 is rejected for the same rejection rationale/basis 
as described in claim 1 . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hube et al as 
described in claims 1-6 above, and in view of Moro et al (U.S. 6327051). 

Regarding claim 7, Hube discloses an image forming apparatus connected via network, 
but fails to explicitly teach an image forming apparatus is connected to at least "two" user 



Application/Control Number: 09/848,297 
Art Unit: 2624 



Page 5 



terminals, and transmitting message regarding paper media to at least two terminals at different 
timings. 

Moro, in the same field of endeavor for printing, teaches image forming apparatus is 
connected to at least "two" user terminals (fig. 10, col. 9, lines 60-67), and transmitting message 
regarding paper media (error messages, fig. 28 & 41) to at least two terminals (plurality of host 
computers, col. 9, lines 60-67) at different timings (errors messages can be sent virtual anytime 
depending on timings of occurrence). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify Hube as per teachings of Moro because of a following reason: (•) allowing 
multiple users to access a single image forming apparatus; thereby, reducing hardware costs; (•) 
by notifying printer's errors to multiple users, the printer's errors can be fix/response by different 
users and/or reducing downtime. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Hube with Moro to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 7. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• U.S. 5061958 to Bunket et al, teaches an user interface for choosing available paper feed 
options for substitution paper media. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thierry L Pham whose telephone number is (703) 305-1897. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K Moore can be reached on (703)308-7452. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Thierry L. Pham 
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